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Abstract: Recognizing that U.S. immigrants can acquire Permanent Resident status by marrying natives,
we quantify the value of that status using the earnings premium received by Mexican-born men who
marry U.S.-born women. Men born in Puerto Rico are a natural control group because they are U.S.
citizens, but otherwise face similar challenges. IV estimates indicate that intermarried Mexicans earn a
30 percent premium, while intermarried Puerto Ricans receive no premium. The premium vanishes
within ten years after immigration, consistent with waiting times for green cards. However, among
Mexicans who immigrated less than six years ago, the estimated premium exceeds 100 percent.



